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I. INTRODUCTION

LYSANDER

Nine Mile Creek is a valuable scenic and natural resource in Onondaga County, New York. The creek’s
watershed is the second largest contributor to Onondaga Lake, comprising approximately 40 percent
of the lake watershed, or 115 square miles (300 km2) of the 285 square mile (738 km2) total watershed
area. The Nine Mile Creek watershed covers approximately 14 percent of Onondaga County.
Nine Mile Creek and its watershed represent signiﬁcant cultural, environmental, and economic values
that are important to the residents of Onondaga County. Route 174 between Marcellus and Camillus
(also known as the Gorge Road) which runs along Nine Mile Creek, is a noteworthy scenic feature of
Onondaga County. The creek is celebrated as a year-round trout stream with waters cooled throughout
the summer months by groundwater seeps, or springs, on hillsides just north of the Village of Marcellus.
The towns of Geddes, Solvay, Camillus, and Marcellus, whose jurisdictions form the majority of the
watershed, have rich histories that are closely tied to signiﬁcant Native American history, early European
settlement in the region, and the origins and economic development of the City of Syracuse.
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Along much of its length, Nine Mile Creek retains a relatively pristine state. Near its northern terminus at
Onondaga Lake, the creek ﬂows by the Solvay waste beds. The waste beds were originally constructed
in the early 1900s to store industrial byproducts from the Solvay process used in sodium carbonate, or
soda ash, production. Nine Mile Creek, at its northern end, is affected by the industrial contamination
that degraded the lake and its surroundings. However, this portion of the creek is also the beneﬁciary of
Onondaga Lake cleanup activities that are currently underway.
The understandable attention given to the Onondaga Lake cleanup tends to obscure the story of the
valued stream that ﬂows into the lake. The intention of this report is to call attention to Nine Mile Creek
and to provide information and raise questions about how to best protect this important watershed. As
such, this report invites its audience to “Think Like a Watershed.” To do so is to see this watershed as a
community bond. The story of this community is told through its waterways.
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This report reviews existing plans as they pertain to Nine Mile Creek, summarizes the watershed’s
history, examines existing conditions, explores scenarios for future development, and makes
recommendations for landscape protection and recreation. It is the intent of the authors of this report
that the information contained within these pages might help guide future policy, planning, and design
decisions in the jurisdictions that are part of the Nine Mile Creek watershed.
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